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1. GENEROSITY: GOD’S GRACE FLOURISHES IN IT.

"Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed
was his own, but they had all things in common. And with great power the apostles gave witness o the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.
And great grace was upon them all. Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses
sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each as
anyone had need. And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is franslated Son of Encouragement), a Levite of
the country of Cyprus, having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it af the apostles’ feet.” Acts 4:32-37 (NKJV)

"Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is

able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NIV'84)

+ Generous Believers . . .
> Refuse to be owned by anything.

» See the needs of others.

» Trust the heart of their leaders.

2. AUTHENTICITY: GOD’S POWER PURGES FOR IT.

“But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also
being aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it af the apostles’ feet. But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to
lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold,
was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” Then Ananias,
hearing these words, fell down and breathed his last. So great fear came upon all those who heard these things. And the young men
arose and wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him. Now it was about three hours later when his wife came in, not knowing
what had happened. And Peter answered her, ‘Tell me whether you sold the land for so much?” She said, ‘Yes, for so much.” Then Peter
said fo her, ‘How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband
are at the door, and they will carry you out.’ Then immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. And the young men
came in and found her dead, and carrying her out, buried her by her huslband. So great fear came upon all the church and upon all
who heard these things.” Acts 5:1-11 (NKJV)

* Their sin was not ownership.

* Their sin was not partial ownership.

* Their sin was lying to God.

“You may see a Christian brother sinning in a way that does not lead to death. You should pray for him. God will give him life unless he
has done that sin that leads to death. There is a sin that leads to death. There is no reason to pray for him if he has done that sin.”
1 John 5:16 (NLT)

"My Christian brothers, if any of you should be led away from the truth, let someone tumn him back again. That person should know that
if he turns a sinner from the wrong way, he will save the sinner’s soul from death and many sins will be forgiven.” James 5:19-20 (NLT)




